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A better learning experience 
for both in-room and remote 
class participants.

In response to the need to provide a high-quality, 
seamless hybrid learning experience, the institution 
deployed Xilica Solaro DSPs with built-in HearClear 
AEC (acoustic echo cancellation) technology in 
20 of the school’s large-scale lecture halls.

SOLUTION BENEFITS

 › Clarity of communication for hybrid students 
with HearClear acoustic echo cancellation, 
and Xilica noise reduction technology.

 › Integrated status and mute sync for Microsoft 
Teams drives easy, user-friendly conferencing 
system with the tools users already understand.

 › Ultra-low-profile eliminates in-room AV racks 
and keeps infrastructure hidden, so the focus 
can be on teaching – not technology.
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Challenge 
One of the primary challenges HEC Montréal faced 
was delivering high-quality audio in these facilities. 
This mandated the need for in-room digital signal 
processing (DSP) systems that delivered maximum 
flexibility and a sufficient number of inputs and 
outputs to support the devices of both faculty and 
students. Acoustic echo cancellation was also a high 
priority to ensure smooth communications between 
on-premise class participants and those attending 
remotely via Microsoft Teams. Network interoperability 
and compact form factor were also required to 
facilitate quick and low-profile deployment, and IT-
friendly operation, monitoring, and maintenance.

Solution
Each lecture hall was equipped with a quarter-rack-
width Xilica Solaro QR1 processor fitted underneath 
the instructor’s lectern. The Solaro QR1’s built-in 
HearClear AEC software eliminates in-room echo 
and echo generated by remote attendees, both 
of which were overwhelmingly prevalent before 
Xilica. Built-in Dante technology for networked audio 
facilitated the seamless integration of these new 
systems with the school’s existing technologies.

The impressive modularity of Solaro DSPs provided 
greater value from an operational standpoint. Each 
Solaro QR1 is equipped with XC-SUB USB cards, providing 
volume and mute status sync for Microsoft Teams. 
The Solaro QR1 effortlessly processes audio captured 
from Sennheiser TeamConnect Ceiling 2 beamforming 
microphone arrays located above the speaker.

Impact
HEC Montréal’s new Xilica Solaro systems provide both 
faculty and students with smooth, high-quality audio 
performance that results in a better learning experience 
for both in-room and remote class participants. The 
integrated HearClear AEC technology professionally 
removes the disruption of unwanted echo and noise, 
while built-in Dante audio networking streamlines 
operations, monitoring, and management. The modularity 
of Xilica’s systems also provide the additional advantage 
of scalability as hybrid learning continues to evolve.
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Find out more

Contact your distributor 
or contact us at www.xilica.com/sales

About Xilica

Xilica® creates collaboration products that help unlock 
the power of human connection. Built on decades 
of reimagining how people use technology, Xilica’s 
solutions bridge the distance between individuals, teams, 
ideas and organisations — unleashing the power of 
understanding to transform business and society for the 
better. Through our focus on the enterprise, education 
and government markets, Xilica and its partners touch 
the daily lives of people in more than 100 countries.

Products used for this solution

Solaro Series

Modular IO, networked AV and exceptional control: 
reduce noise and enhance your collaboration 
space with Solaro Series: FR1, FR1-D, QR1.

VIEW PRODUCT 

About HEC Montréal

HEC Montréal is a French-language university 
institution offering internationally renowned 
management education and research. The School 
has been training future managers who contribute 
to society’s growth and prosperity, since 1907.
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http://www.xilica.com/sales
https://xilica.com/solaro/
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